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September 2008  

www.aswa-phx.org 

Chapter 43  

Tuesday , September 9, 2008 

Landmark Restaurant 

809 W. Main St. 

Mesa, AZ 

 

   Cost: $22 Members 

    $25 Non-Members 

 

Pre Dinner Program:  5:30 pm 

Bring your food donations for the United Food Bank and support food drive. 

This is a Mesa Chapter Fall Fundraising Event, so come early and shop from 

the many vendors 

―Networking‖ 

        

Dinner:    6:15 pm 

  

Post-Dinner Program:    7:00 pm 

 

―Human Resource Law Update‖ 

Presented by Ginny McMinn 

McMinn-HR 

 

On-line registration @ www.aswa-phx.org or RSVP to 

 Nora Martinez at 602-954-8416 by Monday, September 8, 2008. 

Reservations not cancelled within 24 hours of the meeting will be charged to the 
member.             
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Ponderings from the Prez... 

PHOENIX CHAPTER No. 43  

2008 -2009 OFFICERS  

President                       Nora Martinez 

President-Elect               Lynn Seawell 

Secretary                  

Treasurer               Audrey Spence   

Asst Treasurer        Rebecca Sanchez                         

Bulletin                    Ann Casey 

Member                  Chris Perszyk-Cox 
Resources   

Membership                Koko Tzavaras 

Co-Directors                 Jolene Barnett 

Program                  Deborah Lavinsky   

Director                

Immediate              Deborah Lavinsky  

Past President  

Community                        Lisa Ashton 
Services   
                         

Dinner                           Nora Martinez 
Arrangements    
      

Employment           Chris Perszyk-Cox         

Fern Close Fund         

Fund Raising                     Ruth Urban 

Historians                         Jo Sylvanus         

Nominating             Deborah Lavinsky 

Public Relations        

Scholarship                    Sylvia Tucker 

SEPTEMBER 2008 

 

Greetings Phoenix Chapter – I would like to congratulate our 

Chapter on its recruiting efforts and meeting the goal set for 

2007-2008. The reward is a free 2008 Joint National Con-

ference (JNC) registration. This is offered to a chapter mem-

ber who will be a first time national conference attendee! 

Please contact the Board if you are interested in attending. 

 

September’s membership meeting will be a joint meeting 

with the Mesa East Valley Chapter on Tuesday September 9, 

2008 at the Landmark Restaurant in Mesa, AZ, Fall Fund-

raiser Night & United Food Bank Food Drive, Shopping & 

Networking will start at 5:00pm, Dinner at 6:15pm and the 

speaker will be Ginny McMinn HR, This program will cover 

recent changes in Arizona Law affecting Human Resources. 

 

Please join us back at The Arizona Country Club on Thursday 

October 16, 2008; we are scheduled for two speakers that 

night, more information to follow. 

 

Once again thank you Phoenix Chapter for all your wonderful 

recruiting efforts for new members! 

 

Look forward to seeing you at the joint meeting on the 9th! 

 

Thank you, 

 

Nora Martinez 

Phoenix Chapter 

President 



Member Milestones 

Happy September Birthdays to: 

Chris Perszyk-Cox 

Audrey Spence 

Evelyn Plummer 

Stacey Craig 

Happy ASWA Anniversary!! 

Please join us in congratulating the    following 

ladies on their ñASWA Anniversariesò  

Donita Young-17                    Julie Moore-7 

 

 

 

ASWA/AWSCPA Joint Conference 

Mark your calendar for October 28-30th, 2008 

Location: The Fairmont   Dallas, Texas 
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Congratulations! 

Meet the new member of the Sanchez 

family 

Karla’s little girl  

Khloe  

Came to this world in August  

And weighed 6 lbs. 



Splinters From the Board 

ASWA-PHOENIX  
CHAPTER 2008-2009 BOARD 

 MEETINGS  
For information on the August Board   
Meeting contact Nora Martinez.  

 

MEMBERSHIP :  
Koko Tzavaras & Jolene Barnett 

National is currently processing   several 
new members that are not officially on our 
list yet.  

 

PROGRAMS: 
Deborah Lavinsky 

October 16, 2008  meeting: ñHealth Sav-
ings Accounts-What, Why and How? Pre-
sented by Karen Goldberg. ñLife Settle-
mentsò Presented by Amy Garvatin. 

 
November Speakers: Theme-Business   
Planning for Entrepreneurs 
December Meeting: Holiday Party 
January Meeting: Theme-Annual Tax  
Update 
February Meeting: Theme-Bankruptcy 
March Anniversary Meeting 
 

 

BULLETIN:  
Ann Casey 

Please be sure to let me know about all your 
good news.  I can be reached via e-mail at 

  acasey2002@hotmail.com   

I would like to include member                
accomplishments in each issue.  

    

Donôt forget to bring a guest! 

Each month there will be a special raffle 
item set aside for those members who bring 
a guest to the membership meeting.  You 
will get one free raffle ticket for each guest, 
and you will be entered into the drawing.  
What could be easier than that? 

 
TREASURER 
Audrey Spence  

Please contact Audrey if you would like to 
see a copy of our financial information.   

   

 
 
 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT  
Chris Perszyk-Cox 

If you know of employment opportunities 
please e-mail them to: 

chris.perszyk-cox@honeywell.com. 

 
 MEMBER RESOURCES 

Chris Perszyk-Cox 
Contact Chris at 602.365.2639, if you are 
not getting information. Or if you know 
someone who is not receiving  information. 
New members are welcome to contact her 
directly to get your questions answered, get 
a  member roster or to make sure we have 
your information. 

 

VITA CERTIFICATION  
(Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) 

 
Jamie Johnson is working on group certifi-
cation. Nora Martinez  is offering her office 
at RemX Financial for the group. Letôs 
make this a premier year to give tax assis-
tance to people.  
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TO encourage and to assist qualified women entering 

the accounting profession.  

TO inform the public and the profession of the      

abilities and achievements of women in accounting.  

TO urge members to continue their education. 

TO encourage members to work towards obtaining 

certificates as certified public accountants. 

TO assist women accountants in returning to the   

labor market. 

TO encourage members to participate actively in 

other professional accounting organizations. 

THE PURPOSE OF ASWA 

mailto:acasey2002@hotmail.com
mailto:chris.perszyk-cox@honeywell.com
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THE UN-COMFORT ZONE with Robert Wilson 

 

                       Will You Freak-Out or Hunker Down? 

 

Sometimes motivation is forced upon us. We are thrust into the Un- comfort Zone. And, whether we 

sink or swim depends on how we respond to the situation. How do you react during a crisis? 

 

Here are the stories of two men who faced a crisis late in life and how they dealt with it. One was a 

restaurant owner; the other a janitor. The former went into bankruptcy at an age when most people 

retire, and the latter was fired from a job he'd had for nearly 20years. 

 

The restaurant owner enjoyed a successful business in a small town at the edge of the Appalachian 

Mountains. It was a great location along busy U.S. Route 25. And, because he offered the best food 

and service around, his eatery was jammed from sunup to sundown. But it wasn't to last. 

 

The janitor started his job at St. Peter's Church in London as a teenager. Over the years he married and 

raised a family and enjoyed a perfectly predictable profession with solid job security. That is until the 

new vicar came along. 

 

Over the course of 26 years, he was honored by the state governor for his recipes; and was praised by 

famous restaurant critic, Duncan Hines, in his column Adventures in Good Eating. Then in1956, the 

new super highway by-passed the little town. It's amazing the difference just a few miles can make. 

Two years later the restaurant was closed and the property auctioned off to pay creditors. At 64 years 

old, the restaurant owner was broke. 

 

It was around the turn of the twentieth century when the new vicar, a stickler for decorum, took over 

St. Peter's Church. When he learned that the janitor could not read, he gave him three months in which 

to learn. Quite depressed by the news, the man thought it might make him feel better if he smoked a 

cigarette. 

 

Unable to afford the cost of opening another restaurant closer to the highway, he reviewed his assets. 

All he had left was his knowledge and the delicious recipes that made his food so popular. So, he got 

into his car. As he walked home, the janitor searched for a tobacco shop. There was usually one on 

every block, but there were none near the church. He walked block after block without finding one. By 

the time he reached his house he knew exactly what he was going to do. 

 

Town by town, he drove, stopping at every restaurant along the way. He told the owners they would be 

more successful if they served his secret recipes under his brand name and paid him a royalty. Two 

years later, in 1960, he had 400 restaurants serving his food. By 1963 he was making a profit of 

$300,000 per year. And, in 1964, Colonel Harlan Sanders sold Kentucky Fried Chicken to investors for 

$2 million, plus a lifetime salary of $75,000 per year. 

 

With his meager savings, he opened a tobacco shop near the church. It was an immediate success. His 

profits went to open a second, then a third and before long he had thriving tobacco shops all over Lon-

don. Ten years later, he met with his banker about investing his earnings. The banker gave him some 

papers to sign. The man asked the banker to read the papers to him, explaining that he didn't know 

how. Shocked, 

the banker exclaimed, "You are so successful, just think where you'd be today if you could read!"   

Albert Edward Foreman smiled and sighed, "I'd be the janitor at St. Peter's Church."  

(Based on a true story by Somerset Maugham)   

 

Did you know that in Chinese, the symbol for the word "crisis" is the same symbol used for the word 

"opportunity?" Two sides of the same coin. In other words, it's all in our perspective. Will you find the 

opportunity in your next crisis? 

 

Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist. He works with companies that want 

to be more competitive and with people who want to think like innovators. For more information on 

Robert's programs please visit www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com. 

READING CORNER 
RESOURCES 

It's time to order the 2009 CCH 

U.S. Master Tax Guide for Fed-

eral Tax Year 2008.  CCH Retail 

Price is $79.50 and for ASWA 

our Cost is $60.00. 

  

If you would like to order a U.S. 

Master Tax Guide,  please call 

Lillian Doane at                        

623-934-6654.  

The annual National Make a     

Difference Day is Saturday,      

October 25, 2008 and I have a  

wonderful opportunity for ASWA 

members to join in this special 

event.  Please let me know if you 

are interested in volunteering part 

of your day for this worthy cause. 

  

Project C.U.R.E. is the worldôs 

largest distributor of donated  

medical supplies and equipment. 

You will sort and pack desperately 

needed medical supplies that are 

shipped to hospitals, clinics and 

orphanages in over 100  under  

resourced countries around the 

world.  

  

The Sorting Center is located at 

Loop 101 & Apache Blvd in 

Tempe.    There are two shifts 

available:  Morning Shift 9:00AM-

12:00PM and Afternoon Shift 

1:00PM-4:00PM. 

  

Please send me your name, phone, 

email, and choice of morning or 

afternoon shift so I can get you 

registered.  Also, if you have a 

friend or family member that would 

like to participate, send me their 

information as well.  

  

Thanks, 

Lisa Ashton 

ASWA Community                    

Service Coordinator 

lisa.ashton@cox.net 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

http://www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com/
http://lisa.ashton@cox.net


 

Tales from the DesertTales from the Desert  

 

SPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH 

Angie Weishaar recently joined ASWA as a way to 

meet new people and to network with others in the 

accounting field.  Angie graduated from Eastern 

Washington University in 1995 with a degree in Ac-

counting / Business Administration.  Since then, she 

has advanced into evermore challenging positions.  

Angie has been the A/P Manager of a $50 million 

telecommunications company and the Controller of 

several mid-sized businesses in the construction, 

manufacturing and service industries.  Most recently, 

Angie was the Asst. Vice President of Accounting/

Finance with Anderson Security Agency. 

 

In June, Angie started her own accounting practice, 

Platinum Accounting and is busy building her client 

base and welcomes referrals.  She offers small to 

mid-size businesses the opportunity of a knowledge-

able accountant on an ―as needed‖ basis.  Angie 

wants to help her clients in the success of their busi-

ness by offering a wide range of services from book-

keeping to analyzing management reports as well as 

special projects. She even offers CFO  for hire to help 

small business with their financial direction and 

growth. 

 

Angie’s website is www.platinumaccounting.net and 

she can be reached at (602) 885-1719. 

Special thanks! 

Ruth Urban 

She has taken on the fund raising position and is 

really doing a great job of raising funds at every 

membership meeting. 

Come to a meeting and try to win some of the 

great prizes she has for the raffle. 

In August we had a great meeting. 

Thanks to Angie Weishaar for donating the     

beautiful custom hand made jewelry set.  
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Congratulations! 

Jolene Barnett 

She has joined the staff of Oxford Life Insurance in 

the Premium Accounting Department. 

 

Oxford Life Insurance Company was founded in 

1965 in Arizona and is member of AMERCO® a 

publicly traded financial holding network. Oxford 

Life’s strength is reflected in our continued growth 

and stability. 

Headquarters: Phoenix, AZ 

Revenue: $149.6 Million 

Employees: 150 

http://www.platinumaccounting.net/
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Mrs. Beverly McCormack and Mrs. Cheryl Matza 

c/o Grandmaôs Lullaby Loft 

2920 North Power Road #101 

Mesa, Arizona 85215 

480-833-9166 

 

Tammy Allen       Julie Maniar     

Pampered Chef Consultant     c/o Create it!  Pottery Painting & More  

9045 West Holly Street      2920 North Power Road #104 

Phoenix, Arizona 85037      Mesa, Arizona 85215 

602-686-3093       480-830-1424 

Misstamz@aol.com      www.CreateItAZ.com 

 

Tammy Austin       One Art 

c/o Salon Kismet       2920 North Power Road #102 

1940 East Camelback Road,  Suite 102    Mesa, Arizona 85215 

Phoenix, Arizona 85016      480-830-9788 

480-510-9818 

 

Ms. Lori Bryant       RemX Financial Staffing 

c/o Your Body Specialist      2710 E. Camelback Road, , Ste 190 

4273 East Creosote Drive      Phoenix, Arizona 85018 

Cave Creek, Arizona 85331     (602) 954-8457 (Koko Tzavaras) 

480-213-3159       (602) 954-8416 (Nora Martinez) 

www.yourbodyspecialist.com 

 

Mary J. Hoffman, Independent Consultant    Audrey Spence, CPA 

Home Interiors        15655 South 6th Avenue 

45 East Betsy Lane      Phoenix, Arizona 85045 

Gilbert, Arizona 85296      (480) 460-3259 

480-732-1011 

maryhaz@cox.net 

 

Additional thanks to individuals who gave significant donations or time, including Debbi Lavinsky, Judy Harding,  

Jo Sylvanus, Lillian Doane, Jolene Barnett, Marilyn Becker, Claudia Kowitz, Carleen Schillingétoo name a few. Many 
thanks to all for helping raise $1100 for the Charlene B. Kirtley Memorial Scholarship Fund.  

Thank you to Dave Foreman, owner of Pourmasters, Simply Servers and  Margaritaman.  Dave has generously donated a case 

of wine, one bottle for each of our monthly raffles.  Check out his website at www.pourmasters.com.  Please  think of doing 

business with these companies when planning your next party.  You'll find that the customer service and value provided are ex-

ceptional!    

Also many thanks to frontdoors Lifestyle News Their donation of four tickets to a Phoenix Mercury game, and two tickets to the 

Phoenix Home and Garden Show.  frontdoors is direct mailed to over 40,000 luxury homes, and can also be found at all valley 

AJ's.  Please pick up a copy, support their advertisers, and recommend the publication if you know any businesses trying to tar-

get the high end market in Phoenix. Their website is www.frontdoors.biz.  

Monthly Vendor Contributor 

mailto:Misstamz@aol.com
http://www.pourmasters.com/
http://www.frontdoors.biz/


ASWA Event Calendar 

Tuesday, September 9, 2008 

Membership Meeting , Joint Meeting with 
Mesa Chapter. At the    Landmark Restau-
rant in Mesa at Main and Extension.  

Topic: HR Updates.  Annual Fund  Raiser 

 

Thursday, October 16, 2008 

Membership Meeting , Arizona Country 
Club. Topics: Health Savings Accounts-
What, Why and How? Presented by Karen 
Goldberg, Compass Insurance. òLife Settle-
mentsó Presented by Amy Gavartin, Mel-
ville Capital. 

 

 

ASWA/AWSCPA Joint Conference               

October 28-30th, 2008.   

The conference will be held at The Fairmont 

Dallas in Dallas Texas. 

 

ASWA Southwestern Regional                  

Conference, May 1&2, 2009. 

 

Nike Re-Use a Shoe Program 

Bring your old sneakers to the meetings and 

we will donate them to the City of  Tempe to 

recycle and use to build playgrounds.  

ASWA  

829 E. 9th Place 

Mesa, AZ 85203 
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