
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

PHOENIX CHAPTER 

 

Happy Holidays everyone; hope this message finds   everyone doing well, happy and healthy.  

 

The holidays can be both fun and stressful time of year as we scramble to shop, cook, bake, see friends 

and family, try not to eat too much and  challenges we may face in our accounting departments to get 

through year-end close.  

 

I hope that we’re all taking time for ourselves to enjoy this time of year and the spirit of the holiday sea-

son. 

 

Speaking of the ―Spirit of the Holiday Season‖ What a  perfect time to get together at our next meeting 

which is our Holiday Dinner Meeting set for Wednesday December 17, 2008 at 5:30 at The Arizona     

Country Club located at 5668 E. Orange Blossom Lane, Phoenix, AZ  85018. 

 

The topic for this night will be ―FUNDRAISING‖ for our Scholarship program. I urge everyone to please set 

some time aside and join us on   Saturday December 13th my office at 9:00am to help    arrange, wrap, gift 

items for that night! Also we are in dire need of gift donations, you  

 

are more than welcome to drop off any donated items you have at my office or hold on to them and join 

us for a fun working party on Saturday December 13th, 2710 E. Camelback Rd, Suite #190. Great food 

and treats will be provided!! 

 

Hope to see you on Saturday the 13th and on Wednesday the 17th! 

 

Regards, 

 

Nora Martinez   Phoenix Chapter President 

Letter from the Prez 

Meeting   -   December 17, 2008 

 
Arizona Country Club 

 

5668 E. Orange Blossom 

Lane 

Phoenix, AZ 85018 

 

Cost : $25 Members 

           $25 Non-members 

 

 

Dinner 6:30 pm 

 

Holiday Dinner Meeting 

 

 

Games 

SilentAuction 

Raffle Prizes 

 

 

 

 

                                                       
Proceeds to benefit the 

Charlene Kirtley        

Memorial Scholarship 

American Society of Women Accountants—Phoenix Chapter 

Chapter 43 

December  2008 

December 2008                              

  ASWA DeTale 

Newsletter           

  

Meeting  

On-line registration     

@ www.aswa-phx.org  

 

or RSVP to  

 Nora Martinez at 

 602-954-8416  

by Monday, December  

15, 2008. 

 

Reservations not    

cancelled within 24 

hours of the meeting 

will be charged to the 

member. 
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Happy December Birthdays 

to: 

 

Carolyn Casselbury 

Brandy Daukas 

Deborah Lavinsky 

 

 

 

 

Happy ASWA                 

Anniversary!! 

 

Please join us in con-

gratulating the  following 

ladies on their ―ASWA 

Anniversaries‖  

 

Betty Adams-35 

Carol Grovender-16 

Karla Sanchez –3 

Joanne Sylvanus –36 

Wealthy Williams –32 

 

Member Milestones 

The Purpose of ASWA  

Page 2 December 2008                                ASWA DeTale Newsletter           

PHOENIX CHAPTER No. 43 

2008-2009 OFFICERS 

President                    Nora Martinez 

President-Elect            Lynn Seawell 

Secretary                  

Treasurer              Audrey Spence   

Asst Treasurer      Rebecca Sanchez                         

Bulletin                             Ann Casey 

Member                Chris Perszyk-Cox 
Resources   

Membership               Koko Tzavaras 

Co-Directors               Jolene Barnett 

Program                Deborah Lavinsky   

Director                

Immediate            Deborah Lavinsky  

Past President  

Community                     Lisa Ashton 
Services   
                         

Dinner                          Nora Martinez 
Arrangements    
      

Employment         Chris Perszyk-Cox         

Fern Close Fund         

Fund Raising                   Ruth Urban 

Historians                        Jo Sylvanus         

Nominating           Deborah Lavinsky 

Public Relations 

     MaryEllen Tobiasiewicz 

Scholarship                  Sylvia Tucker 

V.I.T.A.                         Jamie Johnson 

Policy/Procedure      

   

 
  

 

 

 

ASWA Headquarters 

8405 Greensboro Drive, Suite 800 

McLean, VA 22102 

800-326-2163 

703-506-3265   

 

TO encourage and to assist qualified women entering the 

accounting profession.  
 

TO inform the public and the profession of the abilities and 

achievements of women in accounting.  
 

TO urge members to continue their education. 
 

TO encourage members to work towards obtaining certifi-

cates as certified public accountants. 
 

TO assist women accountants in returning to the labor    

market. 
 

TO encourage members to participate actively in other          

professional accounting organizations. 

 

 

ASWA Southwestern Regional Conference 

 

Mark your calendar: May 1 & 2, 2009 

Location:  Radisson Hotel Phoenix Airport North 

427 N. 44th Street  

Phoenix, AZ 85008 

 

 



ASWA-PHOENIX  
CHAPTER 2008-2009 BOARD 

 MEETINGS  
For information on the August 
Board   Meeting contact Nora 

Martinez.  

 

MEMBERSHIP : 
Koko Tzavaras & Jolene Bar-

nett 
National is currently processing   
several new members that are 

not officially on our list yet.  

 

PROGRAMS: 
Deborah Lavinsky 

 
December Meeting: Holiday 
Party 
January Meeting: Theme-Annual 
Tax  Update 
February Meeting: Theme-
Bankruptcy 
March Anniversary Meeting 
 

 
 

BULLETIN: 
Ann Casey 

Please be sure to let me know 
about all your good news.  I can 

be reached via e-mail at 

  acasey2002@hotmail.com   

I would like to include member                

accomplishments in each issue. 

    

  Donõt forget to bring a guest! 

Each month there will be a spe-
cial raffle item set aside for 
those members who bring a 
guest to the membership meet-
ing.  You will get one free raffle 
ticket for each guest, and you 
will be entered into the drawing.  

What could be easier than that? 

 
 
 

TREASURER 
Audrey Spence  

Please contact Audrey if you 
would like to see a copy of our 

financial information.   

   

 
 
 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
Chris Perszyk-Cox 

If you know of employment   op-

portunities please e-mail them to: 

chris.perszyk-

cox@honeywell.com.              

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER RESOURCES 
Chris Perszyk-Cox 

 
Contact Chris at 602.365.2639, 
if you are not getting informa-
tion. Or if you know someone 
who is not receiving information. 
New members are welcome to 
contact her directly to get your 
questions answered, get a  
member roster or to make sure 

we have your information. 

 

 
 
 
 

VITA CERTIFICATION 
(Volunteer Income Tax          

Assistance) 
 

Jamie Johnson is working on 

group certification. Nora  Martinez 

is offering her office at RemX  

Financial for the group. Letõs 

make this a    premier year to give 

tax assistance to people. 

                  Splinters from the Board 

Community 
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Resources 

It's time to order the 

2009 CCH U.S. Mas-

ter Tax Guide for 

Federal Tax Year 

2008.  CCH Retail 

Price is $79.50 and 

for ASWA our Cost is 

$60.00. 

  

If you would like to 

order a U.S. Master 

Tax Guide,  please 

call Lillian Doane at                        

623.934.6654  

 

December Holiday Fund Raiser 

Reminding you that this Saturday, Dec 13th, at 9am (until we are done!) is the start of our preparation for 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ bƻǊŀ ϧ YƻƪƻΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŘƻƴŜΗ [see address below] 

We will be planning activities and the auction. [Proceeds will go to the Charlene B. Kirtley Scholarship 
Fund.] 

We need your donations, your ideas and your creativity! [scissors, ribbons, baskets, pretty boxes, wrap-

ǇƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǘŀǇŜΧΦŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƭǎƻϐ 

 Come for an hour or two, whenever you can arrive. We need you!We will have snacks/lunch. (You are 

welcome to bring your favorite to share.) 

 RemX Financial                                                 

2710 E. Camelback Rd. #190 

mailto:acasey2002@hotmail.com
mailto:chris.perszyk-cox@honeywell.com
mailto:chris.perszyk-cox@honeywell.com


ASWA  Holiday Toy Collection  

Hi Everyone, 

 

For our December meeting, weõre asking that you please bring a new, unwrapped toy and help 

make a childõs holiday dream come true.   

 

The toys will benefit the Salvation Armyõs effort to provide joy to the needy.  Any toys such as 

dolls, small trucks/cars, stuffed animals, or even clothing would be much appreciated. As you 

know, this year has been extremely difficult for many families, and this is one small way our or-

ganization can make a difference.  

  

Please join us at the holiday meeting on Wednesday, December 17th for prizes, games, silent auc-

tion, and a lot of fun.  And, donõt forget to bring a toy! 

 

Thank you, 

Lisa Ashton 

ASWA Community Service 

 IF YOU WANT TO  DONATE BUT CANNOT ATTEND THE DINNER  MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT A 
.h!w5 a9a.9w hw 5wht L¢ hCC !¢ bhw! ϧ YhYhΩ{ hCCL/9ΧΦ                                        

Remx Financial              2710 E. Camelback Rd. #190     Phoenix, AZ  85016 

Member Spotlight 

RemX Specialty Staffing Announces Lead Executive Recruiter in Phoenix, AZ 

Phoenix, AZ ï November 17, 2008 ­ïRemX Specialty Staffing, a division of The Select Family of Staff-

ing Companies, is pleased to announce the appointment of Koko Tzavaras to Lead Executive Recruiter of 

its Phoenix, AZ office.  

Mrs. Tzavaras successfully opened Remx Financial in Phoenix, AZ 4.5 years ago, and has 20 years of spe-

cialized financial Staffing industry experience. 

ñKoko has excellent experience and knowledge of the Phoenix market and our industry,ò says Vice Presi-

dent Eric Olson. ñIôm confident that experience and exceptional recruiting skills will make her an out-

standing asset to the Search and Placement team in Phoenix.ò 

RemX Specialty Staffing is a premier source for top talent in a wide variety of fields, including finance/

accounting, IT, office support, engineering, and biomedicine. RemX is dedicated to attracting, screening, 

and placing high-end personnel in full-time and temporary positions throughout the nation.  

For more information on RemX Specialty Staffing please visit our website at www.remx.com.  

Spotlight 
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Newsletter Courtesy of                                                                                 

 
8888 East Pinnacle Peak Road        

Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

www.fc.smithbarney.com/hebert 

As of December 12, 2008 

 
While it is an undeniable fact that 2008 ranks as one of the worst years since WWII for the market, looking a little 
bit beyond this year could prove to be very profitable. The stock market can rip your heart out, sap your 
strength and drain your courage, but it can be highly profitable once it has put you through the ringer. Since 
investors have been burned by stepping into the fray too early, there continues to be some degrees of justifi-
able fear. Yet markets and the economies they reflect have a definite pattern of behavior historically that is well 
worth understanding if we are to benefit from the possible recovery when it occurs.  
 
If one looks at when the biggest drops occur, they often occur in the September, October and sometimes early 
November time frame. For the bear market correction which started 01/11/73, the trough occurred on 10/03/74 
for a total drop of 48.2% in the S & P average, where the bulk of the fall occurred in the September to October 
1974 time period. In other words, historically, the capitulation occurs at the end of the correction phase not at 
the beginning. This was also true for the most recent bear market correction which began on 03/24/2000 and 
reached its bottom on 10/09/2002 for a total decline of 49.15% in the S & P average.  There was a significant bear 
market declines from 11/29/68 to 5/26/70 where the S & P average fell 36.06%, and who could forget the 1987 
crash where the fall from peak to trough was 33.51%.  
 
So what happened next? In 1975, the S & P rose 37.3% and 1976 it rose 23.96%, while in 1988 the S & P enjoyed 
a surge of 16.57% and in 2003 reached a gain of 28.66% followed by four more years of gains. There are many 
more examples of this phenomenon but you get the idea. It is impossible to be certain when it ends, and capital 
preservation is very important to minimize the damage in periods of rapid decline, it is every bit as critical to 
have strategy to re -enter the market so that the full benefits of a recovery can be had when the opportunity 
arises as it very often does.  
 
It is also common to see markets rally in the face of declining earnings, rising unemployment and increases in 
business failures. This may be the result of a media focus on bad news while ignoring the more subtle seeds in 
place of a recovery, such as lower energy and commodity prices and the long run effects of lower interest rates. 
Since the first interest rate cuts have taken place in July of last year, many more have followed. Rates have in 
fact fallen so much so that the dividend yields on blue chip stocks are often higher than the 10 -year Treasury 
bill.  
 
There is still more that needs to be seen in order to lessen the fear factor. The unemployment rate is still very 
likely to rise, and all indications point to a very weak GDP number for the fourth quarter. Corporate earnings are 
also likely to suffer in the fourth quarter and to a lesser extent perhaps in the first quarter of 2009. Nevertheless, 
as the vast amounts of stimulus dollars are injected into the economy and the full effects of lower prices and 
interest rates continue to work their way through the market, we could see the kind of recovery in 2009 and in 
2010 that have rewarded the patient and persistent investor, though past performance is no guarantee of future 
results.   

The Information set forth was obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but we do not guarantee its accuracy or completeness.  The opinions ex-

pressed herein are the views of the authors and may not be those of Smith Barney. Past performance is no guarantee of future results.            

@ 2008 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and is used and registered 

throughout the world. Citi and Citi with Arc Design are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its affiliates and is registered throughout the world. 

The views expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of Smith Barney or its affiliates. All opinions 

are subject to change without notice. Neither the information provided nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the pur-

chase or sale of any security. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 

Hebert Market Watch for Fourth Quarter 2008 Volume 5  
John Hebert, CFP ®  

Vice President ð Wealth Management  
Portfolio Management Director  
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Monthly Vendor Contributor 

Thank you to Dave Foreman, owner of Pourmasters, Simply Servers and  Margaritaman.  Dave has generously    

donated a case of wine, one bottle for each of our monthly raffles.  Check out his website at 

www.pourmasters.com.  Please  think of doing business with these companies when planning your next 

party.  You'll find that the customer service and value provided are exceptional!    

Also many thanks to frontdoors Lifestyle News Their donation of four tickets to a Phoenix Mercury game, and two 

tickets to the Phoenix Home and Garden Show.  frontdoors is direct mailed to over 40,000 luxury homes, and can 

also be found at all valley AJ's.  Please pick up a copy, support their advertisers, and recommend the publication if 

you know any businesses trying to target the high end market in Phoenix. Their website is www.frontdoors.biz.  

Special Thanks for our October Raffle Prizes: ―Dressed Up Cat‖ Tracy Penwell,  www.dressedupcat.com for the 

great designer purse and Urban Cookies, www.urbancookies.com for the yummy cookies.  

 

Please support our wonderful vendors and check out their websites. 

.  

http://www.pourmasters.com/
http://www.frontdoors.biz/
mailto:www.dressedupcat.com
mailto:www.urbancookies.com


ASWA 

829 E. 9th Place 

Mesa, AZ 85203 

Business Name 

 www.aswa-phx .o rg 

Check out our website for 

more information 

 

 

Wednesday December 17, 2008 

Membership Meeting ,  

Arizona Country Club. Theme: Holiday Program 

Fundraiser. 

We will have lots of wonderful gifts and items to 

bid on and take home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASWA Southwestern Regional                  

Conference, May 1&2, 2009. 

At the Radisson Hotel Phoenix Airport 

North 

427 N. 44th Street  

Phoenix, AZ 85008 

 

.  
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